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Gllbert Strong awoko suddenly. Something
was wrong, of that he was certain; but what
the something was he had but the vaguest idea.
Bis flat was on the seventeenth floor of the tall
gerith Building, near Fifth avenue, and above
the s+venteenth floor there was nothing but the
gutroof.  Heliked this elevation, for the air was
purer than further helow, and the comparative
quet of the situation, high ahove the turmoll
of u New York street, soothed and comforted a
Hierary man.

Gilbert dashed from his bedside to the window,
touched the spring blind, and it flew to the cell-
. But ono glance out and down was needful
to tell & New Yorker what the trouble was.
Tearing along the side street with alarm gong
a-clang rushed the fire engines. The lower
gectlons of the houses on the opposite side of
the thoroughfare were aglow with the reflected
light of a conflagration just begun, and grim
apprehenstons thrilled the seantily clad frame
of voung Strong as he realized that the fire was
in the tirst stories of the tall edifice he occupled.

He wa= paying an exorbitant rent because
the Zenith apartment house was fireproof, but
gomehow this remembrance brought little con-
golation to hitn at the moment he stood by the
window. “Fireproof” is an elastio term, and
to the average New Yorker it merely means
that the skyscraper so designated will occupy
a few minutes longer in burning than some others
that have not marble stairs, concrete floors and
gt frames,

Gilbert Strong dressed himself speedily, yet
with more deliberation than a man might be
expected to use in siniflar circumstances. He
was thinking not of himself but of another—
the occupier of flat 68, his own apartment being
¢;. He wondered if she had come home the
night before; hoping she had not. He had not
heard her come in; often listening for the shut-
ting of her door, Four things he knew regarding
her: she was the most beautiful woman in the
world: her name was Maud Colburn; she waa
an artist; and, lastly, that he had never been
able to summon courage to speak to her, plan-
ning for a formal introduction, but alwavs fail-
ing to find a proper intermedlary, Diffidence
melts hefore a fire.  Gilbert Strong strode down
the hall and struck his fist lustily against the
panels of No. 68,

“Who is that?"

“Miss Colburn come out as quickly as you can;
the liouse is on fire, I am your neighbor, Gilbert
Btrong.”

Ihera was a shuddering cry from within,then
silence. Strong walked to the elevator and
from futile habit rang the electric bell. Ha
heard the jingling far helow. Some thought
came to him of kicking in the door of the elevator
and pulling the wire rope to bring up the car;
but through the glass he saw the shaft thick
with smoke. and he knew that a breach at the
top would but make a roaring furnace of this
smoky funnel while the chances of getting down
{n the car, even if it did come up, were exceed-
ingly remote. As yet the upper hall in which
he stood was almost smokeless although a strong
smell of burning pine was in the air,

The door of 88 opened and Miss Colburn
came out, arrayed with admirable disorder,
a loose dressing gown of fascinating color and
make around her, the abundant black tresses
profuse over her shoulders. He had always
seen hor in fashionable garb, and thought her
the most superb woman of her time; but now
she seemed adorable, her beauty heightened
by the augmented roses in her cheek, and the
appealing glance of fear in her dark eyes,

“Oh, you are not gone!”

“1 was waliing for you."

“Thatis kind of you. We are not in danger,
are we? The electrio lights are still burning
{n the hall.”

‘Yes, that is a good sign. No, we are in no
danzer; but we mav have to go down the fire
escape to the street, ”

“But there are no flre escapes on this build-
fnt  They «aid it was fireproof.”

“rhey will say anything in New York., I
was meaning the wheeled escapes of the fire
department, and we must go down some stories
yot before we come within their range. ILet
me eswort you to the stairway.”

A red lamp indicated the stair. They walked
dcwn the marble steps together. Strong
noticed that the doors of the flats they passed
on the landing were open; a silence as of long
deacrtion hung about the empty rooms and
halls. The fire had made further progress
than he had surmised at first; perhaps the two
occupants of the top floor had been forgotten
in the general alarm: and {f this were the case,
their situation was more serious than he cared
to admit even to himself. Two or three flights
down the choking smoke began to meet them,
growing thicker as they descended. Silently
be offered his arm, and she took it. gasping.

“I am—1 am a coward,” she faltered. “T
bave always had a fear of heights, and vet—

and yet I took that flat. I thought this house
was fireproof, Let usa got down, down, down,
.n? quickly. If one has to fall, the distance
will be loes.”

He smiled grimly. All they could accom-
plish lnutinmnt would make little difference,

“You must not he afrald. Don't speak,

ease, and breathe through your nose. Better

d your sleeve against vour face, and breathe
through that if vou can.”

But aven as he spoke he saw that their en-
deavors were honeless. The girl leaned more
and more heavily against him, then witha
moan sank helpless at his feet, He lifted her,

ed down the hall to a window and threw
t open. The cool air revived her, but a glance
through the open window sent her swooning
to the floor. They had not yet come down
to the level of the opposite roof that cavered
a ten-story building. Teaving her where sha
lay, Gilbert went down the hall and anened
the window at the other end, the wind blow-
ing through almost clearing the passage of
smoke. When he returned she was sitting
with her brow pres<ad against the «ill.

“[eave me,” she moaned, “and save yourself
=if vou ean."”

“You don’t mind being left alona?"

“Oh, no.” Her face sank in her onen handa,

Then vou see you are not a coward after all,
My courage would fail if you left me Give
me your hand and soring to your feet. In
apite of the opan window this smoke 18 becom-
ing stifling. @ must make for the roof.”

"Tha roof? No. no."

. “lifa is impossible here. Come, or I'll carry
oy

She want with him, protesting.

“The roof will he worse at the last.”

It cannot be any worse, and the air will ba
breathable.”

He assisted her. and there was need of it,
The electric lights had gone out, and the stair-
ways were thick with emoke. In the dark-

es<s ha groped for the lndder that lad to the
mtchway, ascended, leaving her clinging to
the font of the ladder; flung up the trap donr
and caught a glimose of tha soothing starlit
kv, whose existence he had forgotten as he
fought his wav from that murky pit

“Can you elimb the ladder?”

T think =o, if you holn me a little "

He renched down a hiand, and at last lifted

T throngh the square onening and closed tha
tran-door,  Onee on the flat roof she swaved
tliehtly, and coversd her ovas with her hands
fs 1l to shut out anv realization of the dizzy
helght at which she stond.  Thev saemed to he
onoa sonare, gravel-covered island far above
the earth and wneconnected with it, or on a
very aterial elond floating elose under the
iy Mics Colburn was the first to sneak,

How divinely sweet the air is, Tt is like lifs
I never soom to have aopreciated the pleasure
Ol mere bhroathing or mere living before, How
}H-’m wheno will the fire--how short a time
WD Wanve
. hove our days will be long in the land,
s Colbirn, The fira may be put out; they
oy shoot a rope over this roof; there are a
incied things betwean us  and disaster, [
count strongly on the inganuity of the fire de-

g

[t et and on the bravery of the men
P, '*’h- r faces peril more unflinchingly than a
fireman
. Faeaerl came eloser to him, something almost
i smifle soltening the lines that fear had
n about her lins
oucre saving that to comfort me. [ had a

tse of your faes by the onen window down

peow, and saw that all hone had left you, You

wloW there js no chanea for us,”

Ther, L Are entirely mistaken, Miss Colbrra,
ereare many chances in our favor.”

Clhen whv have vou made ne attemot to
160 tiose i the street know we are hare on the
Pl How can the fire department do any-
:_ --'l for us i it thinks every tenant has es-

L

B dove, vou are right. T hadn't thought
‘.‘1" t ;' It'isn't de<pair, it is merely a man's

Imdity

“tert wnlked to the parapet, leaned over
aud <houted,  The air shuddered with

tha
fivessant palpitation of the fire angines. l?o
{1V standpies which he knew to b tall. poure
< Moods thiough the shattered windows of the
N e sixth stories, yet from his height the
Sucuis seemed to be on a level of those shot

from the pavement. Now and then the shrill
whistle of an onq‘ mﬁm ?:r ooal pl the
throbbln1 alr, @ stroets were crawling with
uman black beetles, inefficlently kept within
nds by the police. How familiar #00N0
teemed, yet Strong had never wituessed it from
this point of view, animated by vivid personal
nterest. 'These men so far below were battling
or his life and for the life of another still mora
dear to him. He turned back from the parapet
?nd saw her standing where he had left her; the
ear she had confessed of dizzy heights returned
to her wide open o, es,
“You cannot make them hear?"
Some one may have heard me, and the word
will Tnckl.\' spread that we are on the roof."”
“’{ hen they will shoot the rope over the house-

op?
?'l'h':y will do romething, of that I am as-

“Will the something effect our rescue?”
“Such is my hope. Of course I mentioned
that merely as 1¢um. They understand fight-
ing a fire and I don't. I cannot tell the exaot
method they will adopt.”
ful ’.Eevmhelm you are sure it will be success-
h, yes

“Oh, yes.

" What a master of nn;’on you are!”

“Why do you say thai a

Because as [ said. I saw that all hope left
ou when we were at the open window down
low. And It has not returned.”

“Is my face so expressive? In that case I
should be a master of acting rather than of fie-
tion. Aro you not chilly In this keen air? Your
door ln’open; may I go down and bring you up
a wrap?

“Oh, no, no, 1am really warmly clad. Itis
la'g}ll toithink of any one going down into that
stifling pit.”

“Then let us walk under the stars for awhile."

He took her unresisting hand and placed it
under his arin, ’l‘he" W along the flat
gravelled roof as if they were old friends, she
shrinking a little when they uppmnchod the
Rarapet. whereupon he turned, remembering

er {ormerly exp! fear,

“Tt is #0 humiliating to be a coward,” she said,
secing he had noticed her shudder,

w; You do yourself scant justice.” he replied.

1 think you a very brave woman.

s delusion on {our part. You are
I

actually brave. and so 1 may appear a L]
reflection of courage, if I am even that. You
are brave and | am pretending to be. How did
you know my name was Maud Colburn?"

“It Is engraved on a brass plate on your

door.

The girl laughed lightly.

“So it1s. [ had forgotten.
it to me when 1 took thad
remumdi where she put it.
on your door.*

'.{'o. May I introduce myself? Tam called—"

“You are Gilbert h‘trong. whose latest book
all America is reading. Such a success must
be very gratifying "

“It was yesterday.”

“Ah, you speak in the past tense Thero is
more truth in your ‘was’ than in your opti mis-
tic remarks about our rescue Then 1 was

A lady presented
at, and so It has
There is no name

right—all hope has fled.
“Quite the contrary. Hope Is newly awak-
ene

“Why, what has happened?”
“T am talking with you.”
"l,”know. But what has that to do with the

> “To tell the truth, I was not thinking of the
re

“1 do not understand you, Of what, then,
were vou thinking?"

“0Of the pleasures of hope, to use anold lit-
erary title,  And now that books are our sub-
ject, may I ask what will seem a conceited
question: Have you read my last?

“Your latest, you mean. Yes, and I have
wanted to speak with you about its title.  Why
did you call it ‘Inspiration?” 1 suppose 1 am
very dull, but I could find little connection
between the name and the story.”

“Well, one critic said It was bacause I had so
much self-esteemn that I thought myeself in-
spired; another that I supposed it was a catchy
name; and a third that ft cost less to advertise
a book whose title was a single word than one
designated by a phrase.” R

“Yes, but what was the real reason?

“The first man was right.”

“What? That you thought yourself Ine
spired?”

“1 waa inspired.”
*Oh!"

“Are you very much shocked? It Is the
truth, and I wanted to tell you about it if I
thought the recital would not tire you. May 1?

“1°ll tell you when I'm tired. Go on,

“Thank yvou. Well, to understand the sit-
uation you should have read one or more of
my other books; but they are volumes nobody
bonght.”

Maud Colburn laughed

“l have the six on ona shelf all by them-
selves. Having wrig that admission from
me, please go on.  Don’t be professional with
yvour 'To ba continued In our next’ susponse.
I'm impatient for climaxes, and that is why I
never read a story i serial form.”

“You shall have no further complaint to
malke of my difidence. Set an avuthor thinking
of his immortal works and he never knows
when to stop. The first five books were de-
served fuliros, because I could not depiet a
woman. With the men I was reasonably suc=
ces<ful, but tha wonen were simply sticks."”

“Oh, T don't agree with yvou, Mr. Strong,
You are now going to the other extreme.and
self-depreciation is almost as bad as self-con=
ceit. Your women were always charming -
alittle too good. if anything.”

“You mean too goody-goody: in truth, they
were not alive at all. They were not fixed in
my own mind, and naturally T could not write
convineingly of them so that they might re-
main for a moment in the reader’s recollection.
Why, in one of my books the heroine has black
hair in the first chapters, and is a blonde to-
ward the end of the volume!” .

“Oh, that is quite true to life,” said Maud
with a laugh.

“Not with the kind of girl I was trying o
picture,” replied Strong, joining In the mer-
rln'{am of his companion. “However, that

{rl does not matter; she was a mere phantom
fiks &Il her siaters. 'But one day I saw & rea
1 tremble now to think how near I

woman.
came to taking a car, for then I would have
missed her. But, truxk God! I walked and
80 I met her.”

“How delightful! In prosy old New York,
too, I suppose?” .

“On Brooklyn Bridge.

worse. What a spot for so

"?h. 'morvo an K
enchanting a meeting. )
“What! Don't you like Brooklyn Bridge?
To me it is—-"

“Oh, 1 daresay. Pleasa &0 on with your
You ara at a most interesting point.
I can't have you do injustice to my
favorite structure. Just pause a moment and
look at that bridge. See how it hangs against
the dark sky, a very necklace of pearls. Could
anything be more beautiful?”

From their great elevation the immense
bridge was plainly outlined with points of light.
The girl withdrew her hand from his arm,
and stood a step further from him. while he
with great enthusiasm and no little eloquencs
dilated on the beauty of the pleture.

“Oh, ves, it is all very well in its way,” she
said carelessly. “Nevertheless, thev are not
pearls to me, but sputtering globules of elec-
tric light, the most blatant of illuminants. If
vou want elactrieity, look at !h«*Jnrw_v shors,
Thera are miles of elactric lights,

The young man wus disturbed by the lack
of sympathy with his mood that had o &ud-
denly come into her tone, and his attitude
showed his bewilderment. She laughed, but
without much merriment.

“How horrid T am,” she said, taking his arm
again. "I am like the littla girl who had the
courl on her forehead, with the excention of
the very good part. I'll admit that Brooklyn
Bridge is the ideal place for a lover's meeting,
1 sunposa you coma up here all alone on dark
nighta just to pav your distant devotion to
that loop of lights?"

“Yes, I do.”

“Then. as I to know 80 much more about
women than vou, et me give vou some advice,
Present vour adoration to the girl, and for-
2ot about the Bridge. It will be much more

to the purpose,
ot 1Ly I'll follow that

d"l' believe you are right.
vice " .
. “Then, so far., yon have not adored her?

“Oh, ves. silently.” .

“Ah. that doesn’t count. Well, tell me about
her. Don't vou see I'm dying of curiosity?
You take so long in getting on with your story,
introdiucing unnecessary bridges, and all that.
Have you met her?”

“Oh, yes." .

“And talked with her, of course?

“(‘ertainly.”

“Iid her conversation at all equal her good
looks?"

“iood looka? There are hundreds of ‘:'u)d
looking girls: New York is full of them. This
lady is superb, There is no one to be com-
pared with her.” ]

“Really! As a general thing these superb
creaturex are tiresome when they begin to
speak. I'm glad your Lady Superba i= an ex-
ception.  She must be a paragon T suppose,
then, she is the inspiration -she is the Denora
of your story?”
[ “She is both
noe. )

“How echarming. Did she help vou with
the uetual writing of the book, or was she only
the model?” . !

‘1 don't like your word ‘only. Were it not
for her, the book would never have been written,
You see, her presence was so strongly stamped
upon my memory that when I wrote she was
before me--almost as if actually there. All [
had to do was to put that woman in my bonk,
and success was mine. Although the publie
has praised the so-called creation, I alone know
how far it has fallen short of the reality. But
1 did my best, hoping not for their approval,
but for K«n." e

“And did you getit? .

“1 am not sure that [ did. .

“tave you asked her about (1?

“Wo have discussed the book together. At
first | thought she liked it, but #terward 1 be-
g&an to haye doubts.” .

“Probably the poor girl has no opinion one
way or the other; she wants to say what wily
please you, but |s uncertain of her ground,
1 know of no situation more embarrassing
You literary people are so sensitive that mis-
placed praise {n almost as disastrous as blame.”

“Do you know.m literary people?

“I know one noveliat. Is the Lady Superba
aware thatshe is the heroine of your book?

“1 think not”

“Then she can’t be vor( clever. Still, I am
doubtless doi her an (njustice. She prohe
ably knows all about it, and plumes herself
greatly on the fact to all her [riends except

the inspiration and the hero-

~aniteg e L S
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you, Nevertheless, I should like very much to
meet her, Will you introduce me?"

“1 should be delighted, but I fear you would
not do her justice,

“Oh, yes, I would. My estimate would

robably be much nearer the truth than yours.

e women are sald 10 be severe crities of each
other, In reality, we are true critics, whioh
A cynical person might say was the same thing.
Have | sald anything which makes you think
1 should be unfair in my judgment of her?"

“Yes, you have.

*0Oh, well, | was talking carelessly. Besides,
it is all your fault in being so exasperatingly
slow in your telling of a stor i You went nlomf
all right when you began; butlatterly I have hac
to ask question after question, getting my
answers mostly in monosyllables, One would
think 1 was your rival in the affections ol Bu-
perba, and that you were determined lo[gl\'e
me as little  informmation as possible. Even
now ?-nu haven't finished your story. You
met fhier on Brooklyn Bridge, What then?
Did she take any notice of you?”

“Not the slightest. I doubt if she saw me;
she was looking straight ahead.”

“Yes, that was the fashion two years ago.
What next?”

“I forgot instantly what was taking me over
to Brooklyn; I turned and followed her.”

“Oh, never!"

“I had to. Do you think I was going to run
the risk of losing her now that I had found
her? 1 determined to learn where she lived.
I succeeded,”

“And then arranged an introduction—or was
an introduction necessary ?  Perhaps yon
simply called on her and said: ‘I am Mr. Gil-
bert Strong." *

“Well. really, Miss (‘olburn, you are nearer
the truth than you imagine

“Ah, {f that is the case, 1 don’t think much of
your Lady Superba.” =

“That is not the worst you have sald of her.

“Oh, what 1 sald before was mc-rfli;.b)’ way
of a joke, or rather with the purpose of bantering
you. You were so much in earnest. What
did I say that offended you?”

“You called her a coward.”

“What!"

called ny

“Down by the open window yo!
sald she iy

Lady Superba a coward. I say an
the bravest woman in the world.’

Maud Colburn stepped back a pace or two,
and stood with clasped hands and bent head,
her eyes on the gravelled floor at her feet. lle
could see her face plainer now - pale at first,
thenclowly flushing. Her mind, he surmised,
was retreading the steps of their conversation,
adjusting sequel to precedence. When she
looked up her brow was glorified by the salu-
tation of the coming day.

“How beautiful i3 the dawn,” she whispered,

He glanced over his shoulder and saw the
widening band of light along the eastern horizon.

“Yes," he said; “but more beautiful is the
Goddess of the Dawn.” Y

“It was I, then, whcm you met on the Bridge?

“Yos "

“How incredible it seems that I should not
have seen you!”

“It was the fashion then to look straight
ahead, i'ou remember. "

“Ah, 1 am afrald I did not see very far ahead
"h. d?‘..n

t

“I did. 1 eraw you and me standing together
somewhere alone. 1 heard myslf say: My
lady, I love you:' but there prophetic instinct
deserted me, and I could not hear your answer."

“The answer! I fear no prophet was needed
to fortell the answer, Gilbert. 1 hinted that
your mvthical Lady Superba was too easily
won: and now, when I might set her an ex-
ample of austerity, I find myself following her
tnq‘ complacent lead. Are you answered,
sir?

“Almost beyond my hopes, and far beyond
my deserts.”

fle took her willlng hands and drew her to
him, his kiss lightly touching brow and cheek,
tinding 1t2 abiding place on her thrilling lips.

suddenly she pushed him from her, starting
back. Tha trapdoor was rising and a wet
helmet had appeared, angering the young
man with ita unnecessary intrusion, for did not
vhh-\ whole world belong solely to her and to

im?

“You're all right,” sald the man in the helmet,

“The fire [3 out
“What -what fire?” stammered Gilbert

Strong?
TREES FOR PRAIRIE LAND.

Government Movement That Promises to Be
of Great Value to the West,

To claim the treeless prairie land which 1s
now practically valueless and by the setting
out and maintaining groves to make the land
financially profitable for timber and orchard
purposes i+ the design of a plan of practical
tree planting recently established by the Divl-
ston of Forectry of the Department of Agri-
oulture. Requests for aid from the Depart-
ment in the establishing of tree plantations
have come in fast from most of the States In
the Union, but more than 00 per cent. of them
are from the hare and treelass regions of Texas,
Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska and the Dakotas,
where trees are badly needed for protection
to stock and buildings and for fuel, posts, and
general timber uses

What Is being done in this line is told in a
recently issued pamphlet by J. W. Toumey,
Superintendent of Tree Planting in the Divi-
sion of Forestry. Mr. Toumey says:

“There {s probably not a single inhabited
region in' the United States where some kinds
of trees may not be mada to grow when given
adequate assistance in the way of cultivation
and irrigntion. In reglons of extremely ad-
verse conditlons only the hardiest varieties
exist, and then only as stunted, poorly de-
veloped specimens, even when the best effort
{s made to modify the existing conditions,
On the other hand, in prairie regions adjacent
to natural woodlands many varieties of trees
grow almost as well, when once established,
as they do in the natural forest, The trecless
West presents every intermediate condition
between these two extremes, but in every case
some adverse conditions, callng for more or
lesgeffort on the part of man, mustbe overcome,
If these conditions are overcome, trees will
grow; If they are not, they will die. The chief
ohject of the cooperative tree-planting work
of the Division of Forestry is to assist tree
planters in overcoming these adverse condi-

tions, and to ald in the establishment of plan- |

tations of the greatest value to thelr owners,

The codperative plan acopted by the Depurt-
ment I8 ws follows: The land vwner who de-
sires the aid of the Government's experts sends
in an application to the Division of Porestry,
As soon thereafter as {mun;lu a skilled troe
planter is sent to the place and goes over the
site of the proposed plantation, collecting il
available data, examining into the soll and
drainage conditions and observing the pur-
joxes of the plantation in reference to farm
{unldmw and proposed orchards tor whieh the
plantation is to serve as a windbreak. From
these data a map of the froposed plantation is
drawn, showing all windbreaks, wood lots
sheiter belts and other forest plantings.  Ful
diagranms of the locaticn of each tres are in-
cluded, and instructions are given as to the
specles of trees best fitted to the conditions
and the number of each specles required

I

All L

toat the owner has to do is to supply himself |

with the trees and plant them in accordance
with the design furnished., Upon accept-
anca of the plan by the owner and notifi-
cation =ent by him to the Division of Forestry
experts are sent to supervise the executicn of
the plan as far as is necessary. All this is without
expense to the land owner, but he must (urnish
his own trees and seeds

In the three concluding months of 1809 thirty -
three working plans for tree plantations wera
Wit into operation by the division in Minnesota,
North Dakota, Nebraska, Ok'ahoma and Texas
These hid fair to be suceessful.  Incorporated
in the pamphlet are several illustrations from
photographs <howing suecessiul and nnsucoess-
ful plantation- of several years' standing.  What
sostns 1o be mainly necessary is a plantation
design that will give room enough hetween the
trees for each tree to grow unimpeded and yet
form a <nflicient canopy of shade to sunpress
the growth of the rank prairie grasses.  Where
the troes are planted far apart the grasses thrive
and spread  and the trees are dwarfed and
gnarlad and finally chokad out.  Much of the
prairie land is well snited to the crowth of
orel ards, but it i necessary to have shelter
belts ol  sturdier and  hardier trees 10
protect the (ruit trees trom the force of the
winds,  Mueh of the growth used for this
wirpose 1< also valnable as  timber The
trees which are most nsed are the box-elder,
groon ash, white elm, pine, spruce and black
cherry, planted alternately, 680 trees 10 the
Other frees Joss used are white ash, white w
cottonwood, Russian poplar, halin of Gilead,
woft maple, white sproce and white Seatch and
other pines,  In some regions the eatalpa has
bwen grown with great suceess. Flgures from
the Yagey plantation in Kansas show that in
ten vears growth a eataloa plantation hronght
in returns in timber of $287 an acre.  The entire
ecost of land rent, planting, eultivation, entting
and wmarketing was but €31 per acre, leaving a
clear profit of 8218 xn acre.  Including the in-
terest on the investment this means an annnal
profit of more than 821 an acre.  Moreover, tho
plantation was serving as o shelter belt and
enriching the soil beneath the trees.  Tables
and diagrams for tree planting are given in the
pamnhint

.though the cooperative plan has heen begun

nnnrsumlf«-alﬂ and with a small forceof Govern-
ment experts, there has been <o great a demand
for assistance that it would seem as if o move-
ment of the greatest importance 1o the Middie
Wost were woll on foot, Should most of the
present plans prove suceessful a tremendous
rush for the prairie lands, now <o little regarded
as property, may follow and in time practically
the entire prairie belt_be reclaimed from the
domination of the worth!ess grasses to the u-e«
of human habitation and coltivation,  The dis-
astrous effects of lorest destruction have been
many times exemplified in the impoverishment
of the soil, instability of <ide hill and moun-
tain side land which has been stripped of timber,
and alteration of water courses. What effect
upon natural conditions the alteration of vast
tracts of prairie country into woodland will have
will be & matter of interest to science»

- R S A e

i than what F probably holds.

BETS BEFORE THE DRAW.

ELEMENTS THAT SHOULD DECIDE A
POINT OF POKER TACTICS.

Effect of the Position of the Player as Well ap
His Cards on the Question of Whether or
Not to Make a Ralse — Analysis of Two
lateresting Hands — Points About Blaffing.

Draw poker is frequently called the game of
contradictions and the aptness of the descrip
tion is shown clearly enough in many ways by
a study of the effect of different manceuvres in
the game as they may be made under different
cireumstances  None, however, lends itself
more readily to the purpos» of illustration than
the raise of a bet, especially when It Is made
before the draw  According to the condition
of the game, and more emphatically according
to the position of the player who makes the
raige. it may indicate either strength or com=
parative weakness in his cards and it may
serve either to swell the amount of money in
the pot orto keep it from being incrensed. 1Itis
therefore evident that raising before the draw,
even when it is done with diseretion, may prove
as disastrous in its results as a clumsily thrown
boormerang and do more injury to the player
who essays it than to his adversaries. It is
not the only feature of the game, to be sure,
that displays this characteristie, for any ui-
suceessful play, no matter how well conceived
or how boldly made, is liable to react in the
same way at times, but the raise before the
draw presents points of considerable intricaey
which should be carefully studied and well
understood before the play is ventured on,

According to the position he occuples with
reference to the age, a player may raise before
the draw either for the purpose of frightening
out as many other players as possible or with
the desire to make the pot as large as he can,
The first play would be made because of a lack
of confidence in the chances he would have of
improving his hand in the draw, while the lat-
ter would be inspired by his full confidence that
no other hand at the tahle would equal his
own. Either object may be attained by the
raise if made in the proper position, and either
one s liable to defeat itself if the player fails
to take into consideration the number of other
players who have already bet and the number
who are yet to hear from.

An analysis of some hands actually played
will make this clear more readily than any
theoretical statement is likely to do. Seven
playing and A having the age. (" has a pat flush,
ace high. Having confidence, which Is fully
Justified in the probability of this being a win-
ning hand, he desires, as a matter of course,
to make the pot as large as possible before the
draw, since the fart of his standing pat and
betting freely after the draw will probably
keep the others out and so decrease the amount
of his probable winnings on the hand. As it is
his second say, however, he has to consider
that there are flve players to hear from after ha
hets and that no one of them is likely to sec his
raise unless he holds a reasonably sireng hand
without the draw. (' therefore contents him-
self with imerely coming in and looks for some
other player to raise when his say comes

D comes in with u pair of kings. E, having
nothing to draw to, throws his hand In the dis-
card. F, with three queens, believes he has a
&ood chance of winning. and raises $1. Had he
cat where C does this wonld have heen poor
play, for the same reason that operated to pre-
vent (' from ralsing. Bitting wherea he does,
however, there is nothing to criticise, for three
men are already in, so that there & a certainty
of a pot worth playing for, even though some
of the others may decline to pl.-n)" against the
!»rmumpnnn of strong cards in his hand. G
ays down, having only a pair of eights. A has
a pair of aces and, flguring the percentage of
the bet, considers his chances worth paying
for even agninst a raise, =o he comes in, mak-
in his ante vood and putting up also the dollar
calied for by ¥'s raise. B had come in origi-
nally on a pair of nines, but he does not con=
sider them strong enough to play against F,
who ha~ raised; A, who has seen the ralse, and
¢, yvet to hear from.  He thera®ore reelzns.

(' has now to consider entirely a different
sitnation from the origlnal one. He haz only
turee players againet Lim, apd he has heard
from each of them. Concerning I, he cannot
fudee with any accuracy, for D simply came
in on hix fdrst say, so that he may have a single
par, or he may have boen hoping for another
l;lu\'«-r to raise, a3 C himself was hoping. As

n the others, however, O can judge fairly well,
F, by raising, undoubtedly indicated a strong
hand, sitee he would not he likely to attempt
a bluff sitting where ho did. The only ues-
tion is how strong the hand may be. It might
be as low as a pair of aces, for a great many
player with more confldence than judgment
estaem two aeas a strong enough hand before
the draw to justify a raise. It would not in
all probability be less than aces, and might,
of eourse, be anything at all better than that
(" believes, however, that his ace flush is batter
And of A he
has n fear, although A has seen the ralse,

The time has now come, therafore, whan O
ecan push tha advantage he believes himeelf
to have. It i« unquestionably his play to raise
back at F. The question remains, however,
a% to how much it would be weil to ralse, the
game being for table stakes, but a small one,
no one having shown more than $10.  To raise
$!1 would very probably bring all three players
in, and so increase the probable winnings on
which € Is figuring, by 83, but on the other
hand, a larger raise would not be likely to scare
F out, and tha possibility remains that both
A and D, having shown strength enough to
slay, would remain even after a second raise,
}‘ therefcre raises it 85. It is a ﬁ(md play,
even though an ace flush can easily be beaten.
According to the percentage of chanoes, how-
over, it is a much stronger hand than is likely
to be out against it, and Cis playing it for what
it i= worth, )

The result justifies the play which would
have been sound in any case. D drops out.
He reasons that a pair of kings is not strong
enough to induce him to see two raises, F
no longer fesls any great confidence in  his
threa queens, but recognizes that he has a
flighting chance, since he may draw another
quesn or a pair, so he sees the five. A studies
not only the chances of the draw which ara
farly @wmd, hat also the percontage of the
bet he is called on to make  Five dollars on
o pair of aces in a game of this size (s o heavy
bet, but there is $14 already in the pot, the
ante having bean 10 cents ealling a quarter
As he gets fourteen to five, therefore, with no |
further rais possible, he considers it a fair bet,
and hoy comesin

This play s open to question The odds
of less than three to one in the betting are
miuch less than the probable odds against A's
winning, for, although there are only two
hands against his acas, the possibility is that
sach one of them isstrongerthanaces. Of course,
the fact that they are stronger really, eannot
b tacen into account, because A cannot know
that they are but his knowledge o7 poker <honld
be suMcient th enable him to judge that they

| are, and his judgment should be sound enough

l

to prevent him from betting against stronger
hands even before the draw, unless the odds
in his favor in the betting were equal to the
odds against him in the draw.  He has been
playing in good luck, however, and deterniines
to back the luck. To how great an extent a
plaver is justified in doing this, is something
that cannot be determined by any rule of per-
centage or any prinet ples of poker that can
be  fermulate When the acknowledgment
is onee made, that luek is a factor in the game,
no man can flgnre with any precision on the
weight it will have in any given problem, and
there is no nossibility of denying that chances
do run, at times, in favor of or aguinst partic-
ular players in a way that ean only be explained
by the theory of luck. It is true, too, that the
most strictly sctentifie poker playing i< often
beat»n by pure luck, 8o that he wonld be a
dogmatic theorlst who should deny the wisdom
of backing one's luck on occasions.

On this particular oecasion it seemed almost
as if A's lnek was well werth backing, fer he
canght a third ace, C having «tood pat as he
wns compelled to do, and I having drawn two

cards without bettering his hard A% hard
was therafore, he considered, almost suraly |
woond against F, the latter having presumably
drawn to three of a gind, and A's thres aces
being the best of any three in the deck ,
to bo sure, had stood pat, but that he wonld
be very likely to doif he had ralsed it on two
large pairs, and A considered with reason that
his thres acss were worth a call on a single bet

It will be seen that the pot was now surely
(s property unless he should be bluffed out,
and thit was not a contingeney likely 1o arise,
as no good player would lay down an ace flush
before a two=card or a three-eard deaw. under
ordinary circumstances. At the worst he
would eall. €, however, sat now in the worst
place he conld have for a bet, ns it was his  tirst
say. I he should bet too heavily he would
he likely to &et only one call or none at all.
while if he bet too little he would miss the win-

nings he might make.  He conld not expeet a
raize from either of the other players excepting
under the wholly undesirable condition of
one of them haviog made a full or a four of a |
kind, »o hix ouly hope was to make his bet as
arge as he thought they would be llkely to eall
In deciding this point, he took into consideration
the fact that the pot now contained $10 -a sum
which neither player would be willing to see
him take without a call. His judement was
that #5 was about the sum to venture, and
accordingly he bet that.  F ealled, on the chanee
that ¢ might be bluffing. and on the further
chanee that A might not have bettered his pa'r
in the draw, or that, if he had bettersd he had
not made better than three queens, A called,
also on the chance that (' was biuffing and on
the theory that his own threes wers better
than any three that F could have. O there-
fore won $34 in the pot, of which he had him-
self contributed $11.25, making his gains $22.75
on a pat hand.

It will be noticed that In the playing of this

hand C sat In a poor place on the first round,
but that after F had raised, C's place was almost
the best for the purpose of a second raise, and
that after the draw it was again a poor place
for him to have. A different deal, that would have
given C the age, would have entirely changed
the play, provided that all the players had
shown equal judgment. and might have pro-
uced a very different result. To illustrute
this it is worth while to analyze the playing
of another deal, \'er¥ similar to this, out of
the great number of which the writer has made a
record. The hands were not exactly the same
That would be remarkable indeed, but they
were nearly like those described. and were
held in similar order, G having the age. and
having put lT the same ten-cent blind calling
& quarter. A, having first say, and holding
aces and tens before the draw. came in with-
outraising. B also came in, having two queens
C held three jacks, and with a view to keeping
some of the others out, his hand being oue that
might easily be beaten in the draw, ralsed it
$2. D), having nothing, dropped out. E had
elghts up and saw the raise. F, having three
sevens, was also anxious to make the circle
narrower. and he ralsed it again 82 This
€ave an excellent opportunity to G, who held
a king high fush, to push the betting along.
His hand would have justified a larger raise
than he made, but he figured that he might get
still another raise before the draw. and that If
he should not, there would still be berting
after the draw, three hands heing almost cer-
talnly strong, and one yet to hear from on the
first raise. H therefore saw ¢ and F and put
up $3 more

A had then to consider whether aces ind tens
were worth betting 87 on whan there wis $16.50
in the pot already. He decided that they were
because B. ¢, E and F were yet to_hear from
and the odds were likely 1o be still larger in
his favor provided he should fill, as he had a
reasonable chance of doing, B. however,
EAW No use in playing a pair of queens agrinst
the game as it stood. and he threw his cards
on the table. C, K and F made good, none of
them feeling himself strong enough 1o raise
again. There was therefore $22.25 in the pot
before the draw.

In the draw each drew to the strength of his
hand. A might \'nr{' ysibly have stood pat
on his aces up as a bluff, had it not been that G,
hll\'ll:‘l first call stood pat. and A decided that it
would be too dificult to bluff against a pat
h'und. It happened that no one bettered, and
G, having the strongest hand and also having
the age, might be expected to be able to force
the P“""‘"' His standing pat, however, had
inspired the others with caution, and A bet
only a white chip. None of the others rajsed
until it came to (i, when he raised it $5. This

ave A one chance to hluff on his two pairs and

e did so, though the chance was not a very good
one, since & one card draw is tolerably certain
to be called if there is anything of value out
against it. A raised it £5, however, on a ven-
ture, and C trailed along. i had then to de-
cide whether to call A or to ralse again. There
was a probabllity that A might have filled
eithar a flush or a full. If it were a flush G's
hand would be worth another rai<e; if A had a
full, it would be worth nothing. So he de-
cided. correctly, to cull.

In this hand the pot was swelled to 85250
and was won, as the other was, by a high flush,
but the winner did not really press his advantage
as hard as ¢ did in the first hand described,
though he got considerably more profit. The
difference lay almost altogether in the matter
of position, for there was only one Pluv made
that was open to eriticism, That was ("= lasteall
He put up 810 against the $37.50 already in the pot
when the chances wera greatly in excess of those
odds, that he could not win.~ It was poor play
and showed that (' had much to learn regarding
the wisdom of laying down even strong cards
when the chances are against them. Occa-
slonally a pot may be lost by doing it, but much
money i saved by it in the long run.

Enough has been suid in the analysis of the
;»luy in two deals to indicate the advantage of
he position to one who 18 attempting to bluff.
It would not be too strong, perhaps, 1o say Lhat
it indicates the folly of undertaking to binff if
one sits in a poor position. A bluff is often, of
course, the result of the Inspiration of the mo-
ment and {8 born of a conviction that the other
man lacks confldence in his hand even if it be a
r«nonubl( strong one, but perhaps still oftener
it Is a deliberately planned movement in which
advantage is taken of every favoring circums-
stance to impress one's adversaries with the
strength of one's hand, regardless of what the
hand ocontains.

To obtain the greatest effect in this series of
maneuvres, supposing the bluff to be deliber-
ately planned, it {s highly advisable to hegin
before the draw, and a judicious raise at that
stag» of the play will often create an impreassion
that may be sti@ngthened two or three times
afterward,regardiess of whatever skill the bluffer
may have as an actor, which may of course
serve as n great help in the bluff

This raise before the draw, if it be done to
croate a fletitions appearance, is seldom at-
tempted if any other player has shown signs of
strength, nor is it usually considered good play
unless all or nearly all the other plavers have
been heard from. If the would-be biuffer holds
the age, he is of course placed to the best nd-
vantaee, but if he be the dealer, sitting next he-
fore she age, with six or seven playing, the
position ir considered fairly good.

The next advantage of this position comes 1n
the draw. Of course, the dealer serves himself
lust, thus knowing what ench other plaver takes
before being compelload even to decide what he
will take for himself. If then, he has made a
blufling bet on a single pair and everybody else
has drawn three, he may conclude to take two,
in order to give the impression that he has three
of a kind, or even to draw one, to set his op-

onents guessing as to whether he Is drawing
o two pairs or a four-stralght or a four-ush
Or he may decide to stand pat, which, together
with the raise before the draw, is a «trong bluff,
After this, of course, the opportunities of the
betting after the draw remain, and the bluff
may again be strengthened. Not one of thesa
three chances, it will be observed, is available
to the first, second or third player after 1he age
in anything like the same degree that they are
to the fifth or sixth man after the age. [t ro-
mains true, however, that a bluff made almost
under any circumstances is the stronger if it be
begun with a bet before the draw.

VERTICAL RAILROADING,

Some Points of Interest About Mcdern Ele-
vator Practice,

There are tall buildings nowadays, plenty
of them, in which one would have to wait for
an elevator, at the very longest, less than a
minute; and not a few in which the visitor
would have to wait, at the longest, less than
half a minute. In such a bullding there would
be at least an even chance that the man rush-
ing in from the street would walk right into
a waiting elevator, which wonld then =secoot
skyward with him: it would almost seem as
though It had been just waiting for him to
step in before starting

As llkely as not, in a building with many
elevators, the starter will now and then start
acar that is empty. This may seemn odd to
the observer, who very probably would think
to himself that the elevators wera there to
carry people up and ha would wonder to ree
one started without anybody in it. But us
a matter of fact the traffic in the building
is not confined to people travelling from or
to the ground floor, to or from some other
point in the building: there isx more or less
way traflle, people who want to go from the
third floer to the seventh, or from the fourth
floor to the eleventh, or just the other way;
and this elevator that started empty may
pick up a lot of this travel

The constant effort in the very great haoild-
ings is to make it possihle for anybody to get
up or down in the building or anywhere within
it quickly to aveid any congestion of trafie,
and in the interests of an eMcoiont and  satis-
fnetory service, to have all the elevators run
with uniformity as to speed and manner of
handling.

kven with a large number of fast elevators
with experienced operators, under the diree-
tion of a4 competent starter, the cars, though
started at very brief intervals, are crowdsd
sometimes: this being likeliest to hanpen  in
the morning, when people come, and in the
afternoon when they go awav. The huild-
ing may have hundreds or perhaps thonsands
of occupants, aside from the peonle coning
and going all day on business with the ten-
ants=. In one great offiee building a number
of floors are rented to cne tenant having of-
flee  employees numbering  =ome  handreds
who come all at once at a fixed hour ever:
morning.  The superintendent of the build-
ing 1= likely to be on hand here at that hour
to see that this bunch of peonle get (hroneh
nromptly and smoothly.  Congestion is avoided
hecanse of the delay and inconvenience at-
tending it, and even the appesrance of it i«
avoided if possible, for, though i@ were not
the case at all, it might bhe atributed to a
hroken-down elevator o to slow serviee

In faet, vertical railronding, as illostrategl
in modern elevator sorviee, s onasof the chaf-
actaristic features of city life to-day

144 SQUARE INCHES OF LAWN.

Please Keep O the Grass and Don't Graze
Cattle on It

A one-foot-square grass plot in the corner of
the stone area of 20244 (ireene street = probably
the smallest cultivated lawn in New York
Keveral woeks aco employees of the firm at that
address noticd that a few sprouts of green had
started up in the dirt that had colleeted in the
corner of the area. More dirt was hrought and
a few blades of grass that were found growing
between the paving blocks in Greena stroet
were carefully tranaplanted.  These were soon
after reenforeed with a seattering of oats, so
that now the quality of the “lawn’ could not
be improved upon The attention of passers-
by is attracted to this miniature plot by a neatly
lettered "'Please Keep Off the Girass’ sign mwi(
in the centre of it

*“We had to put up this sign as a warning,"”
explained one of the employees yesterdav
"8:111 the other day the iceman threatened to
graze his team here.*
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BILL JENKINS'S FIDELITY.

When It Came to Poker He * Always Seen
His Duty and He Done It.”

“The trouble with most men in this world of
grief and discomforture,” sald Old Man Greenhut
as he rinsed out the glasses and put them back
of the bar alongeide the bottles, “is thas they
don't never seem to reco'nize what the good
Lord put 'em on earth for, or, if they do reco’-
niza it, they don't seem to take any pride in
themselves, nor no proper pains to procesd in
the ways they'd oughter go into for to carry
out the lLord's original idee.”

He relichted his half-smoked cigar and came
around to the front of the bar. Seating him-
self by the gpen window he put his feet on the
sill and smbdked for rome minutes before he
spoke agnin. Nebody else seemed to feel called
on to say anything.

“The way I flgger it out,” he said at length,
“is that every man is fit for somethiug no mat-
ter how ornery he may be. Even a rattle-
snake plays an important part in the great
drama of life when he bites an Injun. The
trouble with rattlesnakes in general 18 that they
don't reco’nize what they're for, and they don't
hunt the Injuns like they might, so raising up
mighty hosts of admirers who would call ‘em
blessed and sing planos of praise and loud
hosannahs at ‘em world without end, and of
such is the kingdom of heaven.

“When you do find a man, though, that just
knows what he's fer, and tackles the job in
dead earnest, vou find one o' the noblest works
of God, like the rattlesnake I was just a-speaking
about, that understands the reel natur of In-
dians. The man may not be a preacher, nor a
liquor seller, nor nobody else that performs
conspleuous services to mankind, but he realizes

the true meaning of that beautiful hymn which
sn,\ﬁ;: ‘He seen nn' duty, an’ he done it dam'
well.'

“Bil Jenkins was a man_ ltke that. He
warn't no man to put on airs like, nor to t
the meanest of God's critters with spurn. He

oin' what

iuat piked along like a plain citizen
he could do best, an’ doin' it with & conscien-
tious devotion to his duty as he seen it, that was
well calculated to endear him to the hearts of
the most fastidious, Bill never seem to
amount to nothin’ much except in the way o
drinkin’ red liquor an' playin' poker. He
would do other things sometimes, o' oourse,
‘oause he warn't no bumn o to speak, onl{ on
occasions, but when he started in to drink he
paid striet attention to that an' to nothin' else
under the big blue lid, and when he set in to a
game of poker he was never known to quit till
either he or the other fellow was cleaned out,
“Was he a good player? Well, there's dif-
ferent ways o' looking at that. He wasn't
exacly what you'd call, a howling success
at winnin' money out o' the game. Mostly
he was the one that went broke: but he was
a good, steady, reliable player, That is, you
could always rely on him to play if anybody
else wanted a game, and, as 1 sald, he always
played on, steady, till the game broke up from
natural causes. He wasn't never troubled
with cold feet. There was some folks that
seemed to think a lot o' Bill, ‘cause he was a
straightforward, honest, likuble man enough,
an' they used to try to get him interested in
other things, but Bill reco'nized just what
the Lord intended him for; an’ it mmade no dif-
ference to him what stood in the way, he'd
start off when the spirit moved him, an' there
warn't no stoppin’ him till he was plumb broke.
“One time Abner Perkins come down here
from New England and stayed in Arkansaw City
for a while lookin' around, he said, for a busi-

\ hess openin’. He had that dreadful distressed

way o' hustlin® all the time, like Yankees have,
an’ he'lowed it was a blamed shame there
was no mora business doin’ here than there
is. He was a pretty sporty chap, too, an’
liked his nip first rate, but business came first
with him After a time he 'lowed he'd start
a store here, an' reco’nizin’ that he warn't
very popular, he looked around for somebody
to play partners with him. Just naturally,
he picked out Bill Jenkins, for there warn't
no more popular man in town thau Bll, an'
they opened a store, Abner puttin® up the
money, an' Bill playin’ second fiddle, an’ doin’
it well. Folks would trade with 'em ‘cause
they liked Bill, an’ they built up a very fair
trade in no time at all,

“Bill would go off an" hunt red liquor ®noe
in a while, an' just 48 soon as he did, he'd set
into a gane somewhere, an’ that would be the
last o’ Bill till he'd show up, sober an' dead broke,
a week or two later,  Abner didn’t like it much,
bt he uunderstood Bill an' didn't make no
great kick, unlf' once Wi a while if Bill stayed
awav too long, he'd go lookin' after him.

“One time Bill had been gone for about ten
days, an’ trade was sufferin’ some, on account
of his absence, so Abner went out lookin' for
him. 'Long towards mornin’ he found him
in the back room of a certain l»uT Joint over
towards the southend o' town. Bill was pretty
well fralled out, accordin' to his looks, for
he hadn't had a wash nor a shave since he
started out, an' he had a black eye that would
have disgraced a church pienie. He was
playin’ poker, of course, with the proprietor
of the saloon, and he never looked up when
Abner came in, but kept right on pla{ing as
Lf he didn't care a cuss for nobody, which he

idn't.

“Abner looked onfor a while, u?'in' nothin,
but by an' by he says, ‘Bill, you'd better come
home to-night. Wo need you pretty bad in
the wtore to-morrow.” But Bill never sald
nothin’, It was hix deal, an' he went right
on shovin’ the cards out, '"ke he hadn't a care
on earth, which I don't reckon he had, After
a little while, Abner spoke again. ‘Ain’t you
comin' home to-night, Bill?" he says. e
need vou in the store.'

“‘I'm _playin’ poker,' «ays Bill, pleasant
ninnuxlv but short, ‘an’ payin’ no more atten-
tion.'

“Abner didn't say anything more. He seen
ft wasn't any good, but he stood lookin’ on a
while longer, an' he seen Bill was getting
worst of it, More'n that, he seen enough to
convince him that the other feller was cheating
though he couldn’t actually swear to it, so
finally he made another break.

“CRBill,' he says, kind of off hand, ‘you’'d
better quit the game, You ain’t no match
for your friend at this here game.’

“Bill looked up sudden when he said that,
an’ kind o' snapped out, ‘T could beat him out
of his hackhone if he'd only play a square game,
but the dam' galoot cheats.

“At that Abner started back and felt for
his ®gun, He knew Arkansas etiquette well
enough to know that the word ‘cheat’ means
fight, an’ he fust naturally expected to oo a
tussle o' some kind, even If there wasn't no
knife and pistol accompaniment. But to his
great surprise  the two men went right _on
plavin’, just as if nothin' had been said. The
saloonkeeper he never chirped an’ Bill had
evidently said all he cared to,

“Abner didn't know what to make of it, but
he stood there a while Jonger, wondering what
he'd better do. Then, as< he was thinkin’
about it, it struck him kind o' funny an' he
began to luugh to himself, <oft like, “If A
was to oheat me in & vame of poker,” Rill, he
save, still langhin®, but kespin® his hand on his
gun all the time, ‘1 think 1'd lick him

o wonuld 1,00 1 could,” savs Bill, pointing
at his black eve, ‘but 1 ean't. T ve tried 0t
three time=." An' be went on shaMin' the cards
A< if nothin® had happened.  And the other

feller, he continued right on, savin’ nothin’,
n= before.
“When Abner told about it as he did next

day, we all told him he had o partner (o be
wroud of. As long as B Jenkins seen wha
{u‘ had to do, there wurn't nothin' that could
keep him from doin’ . An" abner said he
reckoned that was right. bt Le kind o wished
Bill's aims in life was a little different

NEW AND DISTRESSING,

A Malady Re<nlting EFrom the U e of a Modern
Article of Féwinine Attire,

Fvenis

bas appeared in

phiy

todd several ot |

From the Washinglo ; Star
“A new and strang
Washington,” said o .
sician, "which has an!
tients, and which bids far to atiace o

vatidy

nuecticot avenus

CRener

sex 4% the season advio

1 was called In by thohostand of whidy . who
told me in great aliarm thar while she was pre-
paring for the theatre she was @ced st sl
den and violent convulsions of the head, neck
and vertebra.  Her sufferings voore very gonte,

the svmptoms finally becoming so severe i
her head was twisted around to one side 1t he
extent that she taced backward.

I was much conesrned on the way from m
offlee to the house ss the indications
to strychnine cony ulsions

“) fomnd the lady s hioad turned gnite around,
indicating a cerious wrench of the spinal coluren
and the pauscles of the neck.  She was ina stae
of coma. | applied restoratives.  After eon-
siderable diftoulty 1 suecesded In reducing the
muscular tension. 1 was also fortunate in get-
ting her craninm back to its normal position
When she recovered consclousness she was ible
to look forward instead of backward to her in-
tense delieht and the decided relief of her hus-
band.  Luckily for her the tension bhad not been
of sufMeient duration and vigor to form a per-
manent position of the museles. 1t would have
been rather awkward for her to Lave gone
through life with Ler fuce looking west over
her left shoulder while the remainder of her
body walked east,

“T diagnosed the ailment as pulley-belt-spino-
anpendicitis, arcompanied by extreme rigor
of the mastoid-jugnlar muscles, My advice
to ladies who wear the pulley belt is, not to feel
that their lives depend upon having the points
of the dlamond in the centre surely, squarely,
truly, exactly, precisely, positively and per-
fectly even in the back with the centre of the
skirt, or their necks may become dislocated in
attempting to see around, down and behind,
and remain so forever "

Remember This—
When an advertiser has something of reai
valua to dispose of, he first goes to THE Sun's
vertising columus with 1% —A4dy,

e —

vointed |
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GOOD-BYS AT WELLESLEY.

COMMENCEMENT OF THE COLLEGE OF
UNUSUAL INTEREST THIS YEAR.

The Class Had Miss Gould as Chlef Guest-The
Merry Out-Door Programme of Dances
That Was Provided—The Senior Play In the
College Barn—Cast of the Characters.

WELLESLEY, Mass., June 80 —The class of
1000 at Waellesley has made its farewell to the
collego with a commencement of unusual in-
terest. Tree Day, the Shakespeare play and
the “float,” which antedate commencement,
all given in the open air and dependent pri-
marily upon the weather, passed off most
delightfully. Indeed, sky and temperature
were so invariably in favor of the senior class
during all the festivities that it seemed as if
it must have monopolized the luck of the foure
leaf clover and the rabbit foot.

Senior week, which is a little paradise follows
ing the successful four years' probation, began
on June 20 with the class supper held at the
Morton Clubhouse, and from that time un:<d
midnight struck on Wednesday last the sen'ors
lived in a dream of bliss. The only trouble
was that the minutes crowded with good things
slipped by too fast to allow them ether antici=
pation or retrospection. The Friday follow=
ing the class supper was given ever to teas
and informal receptions, where ‘‘he guesis
already on the ground met one unother and the
Wellesley girls and succeeded in getting a so=
cial background for the rest of the week.

The more organized events of commenos=
ment began with the Glee Club concert oa
Baturday afternoon. President Hazard's re-
oception was given In the evening. Baccalau=
reate Sunday, with the Rev. Dr. Washington
Gladden as baccalaureate preacher, was a day
not to be forgotten, but Monday was the time
when the seniors, as seniors, showed thele
guests and fellow students how charmingly
they could entertain. Following the usual
custom, they chose a guest of honor about
whom the happenings of the day especially
revolved. Miss Helen Gould was the fortue
nate one chosen this year, and before the pro=
gramme was over, she must have felt that
Wellesley's substitute for class day was a very
delightful affair,

Monday morning was given over 'to the
breakfastas of the different societies, at which
alumn® members renewed old friendships,
and learned the current histery of their pare
ticular society. The Agora, Alpha Kappa Chi,
Zeta Alpha, Tau Zeta Epsilon, and the Bhakes-

¢ society, all were at home to their memse

rs in their respective rooms, and from t
sounds of mirth which came through the cracks
it seemned as if each soclety must be having the
tirne of its life.

After the intinate and oxcluﬂmtﬂmﬂn‘
of the morning, the seniors were y in the
afternoon to devote their attention to m*nc
their inumate friends a pleasant time. Th
partcular function planned for the guest o
bonor was a garden party and reception fro
8 to 8 held on (,um:Fe Hill, The seniors ha

W
|

negleoted nothing ich they could think o
to give Miss Gould pleasure. The natural
setting was one that could scarcely be sure

. The shifting mass of seniors in their
many colored gowns and light hats made an
ever-changing picture in the ceutre of the
lawn, with the rolling campus beyond, and the
beautiful trees of Wellesley closing in about
the whole, framing a scene as full of beauty
as one could hope to find on a June day. The
plazzas of the cottages decorated with ferns
and daisies offered temptations to those who
wished be onlookers rather than partici-
pants, and here and there all about the grounds
tables sprang up as by magic, attended Jjun=
jors, who presented the thirsty ones with lces
and cooling drinks

In front of Norumbega Cottage Miss Gould,
with Presigent Hazard, Dean Coman, Miss
jannah  Hume, President of the class, and
Miss Alice ( hase, Vice-President, made a focus,
toward which the ests converged and di-
verged again. When ke clock pointed to
half past 4 the group 1moved down the hill
to the campur, folowea by the seniors and
all of the 1,000 Invited gucests who had been
80 fortunate as to come. On the eampus a
most  delightful entertainment  was  offered
them in the repetition ol the | ree-day “dances,*
an original and very piuresgue feature of
the Tree-day programmie ¢ veu b)Y the seniors
early in June. i

The dances were svimbolic, represantin
in pantomime the cxpericnces of the senlors

rst Tree day, when their elaborare Mardl
“ras festival wus nterropted by the  rain.
The first of the dances was tull of erry abans
don, and wis given by o group of Mardi Gras
revellers, who ciune rollicking down the hill,
with Miss Alice Knox, the Jester, dressed in red
and green, drawn inoa eact in the nadst of the
revellers. Sue Jolned In the dance, but jusg
at its height a long gracetul line of rall girls,
impersonating the ra, swuyed toward them
and drove them buck  Phe radn dunce fols
lowed, full of slow otfons and weaving< and
interweav.ngs.  The effeet  was  charming.
The rain Hacres wore lonk dresses of solL gray
mull. with slammering spankles, and  long
searts floating in and vul  as the dance pro=
gressed ) .

In & few winutes n tlizure, all in gold, repre-
sentiig the eun. crept towwrd them and one
by oue they slipped away, leaving the sun
triutphiant Suddendy wirls in the colors
of the rainbow took ther places in a bow gbousg
Miss Wadher, who impessonated the sun, “‘Pilo
she gave u very prett) dance aloune. Then
sudden!ly us this scene ended, and she turnod|
away, uine girls in lavender and purple, reps
resenting the fleur=de-lis, the class tlower,
swept onto i(he green, and with 4 daoce rull
of quick moverment ended 1he Troe-day dances
with o tiung climax,

A collation for the seniors and their guests
completed the schedule of events arranged
for the aiternoon. But the evening provided
a kind of continuous performanee of delight,
sinee i1 was tae tme appointed [or senior dra=-
matics. This was the tourth commencemens
marked by g performancee of o senior play in
the “college barn.”  Belore this tme a classio
old Engbsh draima hus been chosen, but this
verr's class atteinpied successfully the pres=
ontation of o Urench twelfth-contury love

lay, " Auncassin and Nivolette,” dramatized by
Kh« Florence Wilkinson, the author of the
“Lady ol

the Flag FHlowers,” trom Andrew
Lang < iran=iation. The play wux glven as
usual 0 the e}

~honored college barn, which
has been thted up with

w ostawe, footlights,
coonery and dressing room. I “ the 1aie
tiealnr property  of the Burnswallow

Club,
who give their playvs there from time to time,
The nudience was most syimipathete and ap=
preciative, tade up entirely of the seniors

and  1helr guests About 800 Invitation
were ~ent o' and  the  guests  respol »1:«’
in numbers which tried the capiteity of the
barn 1ot~ utinost. The week before a dress
rehearsi! had been goven tor taeulty, alume
nad oand students, so that bo one nilased an
opportunity ol sevihy how  well the seniors
conuld et The comedy parts, s usual, were
very well taken and were o surprise to the

andien o, Who seerped to expect flaws in Lhein.
Miss Lacy Wright ns the old watchman, though
he had an unonportant part, made it promie
nent by o har good acting, while Miss Corinne
Atwreroibic, the voung lover, wis one of the

wiars of the evening, Miss Knox as Nicolette
was o charmingly wiltol, eoquettish  little
persot, who  won o kreat cotmendation and

iy ded the honors of the evening with Mise
Abwrcraomhis Ihe cust o of the play was a8

follows
Nlenletis 3 Aller Knog
ot Garin de Blanealrs Geraldine Gordoa
VU assin Corinne Abereromble
Countess Fmetine Flotenee Hallep
Gilde, lady of the hoas=hokl Fdith | ehman
Alamo. a4 puke Mildred Kot
Mathile a, oo watvhimai Faey Wilghs
Habert, captain of the oty Fanie Seward
Marin Fdith Lehman
sinere ihandietida Mahel Wright
Hal e e Franees Lan
Hoblu bana Sewn
Count boygaride A alen tertiig Sisson
Pirst Sentinel I embeth Newkirlg
Seeold S atined Flotenice Noyes
Tuesdat was =t aside for the torma! aeas
" ¢ ey va gltending e conterriog
draters anud Wednesana as { of altore
wmath o Wiks Wi e ot the alumne
who boave et RUT rif t re e
endowen turd Tecions re the
vr o "ot Il dianne lancheon
s followend by n vep terewm e histopienl
ddress | W 1 Mot oy Naretd aod
rent oath votidd
Foven now the colloge s looking torward to
tuture wora M Lilce M Keepwers hins res
ceived o seholarship Aogestie sciepee At
Prutt ! and M M doseplitte Fmer-
soq, 1 | T R T AT poin Colun-
bin V1 " Pl tom i} wrshiyg it the
dispositl of the coll for the tolluwing vear
have been awarded 1o Miss Elvanor B Conlon,
01, Mise Mery T Gunn, ‘o1 Mis= Belen Hap=
pington. 02 Miss Frouees L Kiapp, ‘0
One-Ninate Telephones, ™
From the Wanona Jlinn o 8 publican
The new svstem of civsnunte  telephones,
which = now coring into vogue, s based on
the =upposition that the <reat majority of

he  condensed

teleplione messages enti really
when once the

Into i e nnite’s conversation
subscrite s are conpected ape The object of
introducing this serviee was (fot the standard
flve minites service was too e pensive, with
long-distance telephones, to he at all popular
The one-minute s, therefure, charged for at
the rate of one-fifth of what it would have
heen for a flve-minute service, with a minimum
charge of 15 cents for one minute. Thus tha
rate for points between 100 and 200 miles from
each other is 20 conts a mumite.  For a dis=
tance of thirty-ilve miles the charge Is 15 oén
a minute and five cents for euch M
winute.
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